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Reading Workshop

• How we teach children to read

• What the EYFS says

• How to help at home

• Bedtime stories

• Which books are best

• Early reading skills

• Oxford Reading Tree Reading Scheme

• Phonics

• Reading Records

• Importance of Rhymes and Songs



How we teach your children to 

read…

• Daily good quality story for enjoyment

• Book of the week linked to the theme. The book is used 
to develop language (speaking, understanding and 
listening) and  teach early reading skills

e.g. ‘The Train Ride’ children are encouraged to join in 
with words and rhythm of the story, talk about the 
pictures, the characters, where they are and where they 
are going.

• Nursery rhymes of the Week – look out on the 
newsletter



Some other reading opportunities 

for children to read in nursery are:

• reading area and books in other areas of 

learning

• signs and labels in the environment

• role play area resources

• children’s names – self registration and 

when name writing

• numbers on outdoor sheds, toilet doors etc

• phonic sessions



look at books independently

handle them carefully

hold them the correct way up and turn pages from front to back. 

Enjoy and take part in rhyming  activities.

Listen to and join in with stories, showing an interest illustrations. 

Share information books. 

Show an interest print in the environment, e.g. labels and signs in nursery.

Understand that in English print is read from left to right and top to bottom.

Talking about how a story might end, the settings, events and characters in books.

Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos.

Understand the difference between a word and a picture.

What the EYFS says….



How to help your child at home

• Read, read, read!

- Books, both stories and information books

- Read to your child whenever you can but 

always at bedtime.

- Share nursery rhymes

- Keep reading time relaxed, quiet and 

comfortable 

- Turn off the TV to avoid distractions. 



“If you want your children to be 
intelligent read them fairy 

tales.
If you want them to be more 
intelligent, read them more 

fairy tales.”



Foster a lifelong love of books

Quality time that

strengthens family relationships
Cuddling together with your parents, grandparents, carers or siblings to share 

an adventure or talk about a story before happily drifting off to sleep is an 

idyllic image that should be every child's reality.

Relaxation time

Increases academic ability

Helps children to explore new feelings, new words, 

new experiences and new knowledge



Which books are the best?
- Books that your children are interested in 

- Books that have the same words again and again and again so your 

children can join in

- Books with rhyming words

- Traditional tales (The Three Little pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears etc)

- Read books in your home language

What else could you read? 
- Magazines and comics

- Print in the environment e.g. food labels, door numbers, birthday cards, 

letters, shopping lists, takeaway menus, road signs, logos, shop signs, 

adverts, catalogues…

- Nursery Rhymes

If children see print around them and realise the purpose of 

it, it will help them see why reading and writing is important.





Early Reading Skills

• Point to the picture (show me the picture)

• Point to the words (show me the words)

• Know where to start reading/the first word (where do we start reading?)

• Know which way to go (left to right)

• Then point to the words

• Before children begin to read a book by themselves they need to know:

-the difference between the picture and the words

-print moves from left to right in English. (Which way do I read?)

-left page comes before the right.

-the difference between letters and words.

-there are spaces in between words.

-to point to the words with their finger.(1:1 matching)

-The meaning of new words



Book Talk
- Look at the front cover and title

- What might the book be about?

- What might happen next?

- What is happening in the picture?

- Who is in the story? 

- Where are they? 

- Are they happy? Are they sad? 

- What was your favourite part of the story?

• Encourage your child to join in with reading

• Let them turn the pages and guess what happens next.

• Use funny voices, toys and actions to make the characters

come alive.



You are never too young for a 

story!



Taking Books Home 

Everyday you can choose a book from your 

child's key person.

This book is for you to read to them, talk 

about what is happening in the pictures, 

encourage them to join in with any parts of 

the story that are repeated and enjoy this 

time together!

Book bags can be purchased from the 

office for £3.15



Oxford Reading Tree







Oxford Reading Tree
Lilac Band

There are no words in these books as they aim to develop spoken 

language. 

Your child also has a character sheet naming the main Oxford 

Reading Tree characters which they will meet in some of these 

stories

At home you can help your child to:

• Find the title

• Turn the pages appropriately

• Understand that the left page comes before the right

• Look at the illustrations to see what is going on/predict the story 

line

• Ask your child to tell you what is happening in each picture

• Talk about what might happen next, before you turn over 

• each page

• Discuss anything that the story reminds your child about

• Develop understanding by talking about the story

• Encourage your child to speak in full sentences



Oxford Reading Tree
Pink Band

Natural language that resembles how children speak

Short, simple texts about familiar things

Repetitive sentences including commonly occurring words

Illustrations that help children predict the story line

Reasonably large print size with clear spaces between words

Fully punctuated text which is usually in the same position each page

At home you can help your child to:

• Find the title

• Turn the pages appropriately

• Understand that the left page comes before the right

• Understand that we read print from left to right

• Look at the illustrations to see what is going on/predict the story 

line

• Point to words as you read them together

• Find familiar words

• Guess unfamiliar words by looking at the first letter

• Develop understanding by talking about the story

• Listen to what they are reading to check it makes sense



Reading Record
• This is  a useful means of communicating between yourself and your child’s 

key person

• Examples of useful and informative comments that you could write in the 

Reading Record as a way to communicate learning. 

Comprehension skills Book/Word Skills Attitude and Skills

• Talked about events in the 

story.

• Retold the story in detail.

• Could talk about the story 

confidently.

• Answered questions about 

the story

• Could talk about the 

pictures.

• Could say what might 

happen next.

• Could name the characters 

and objects in the story.

• Could turn the pages.

• Could hold the book the 

correct way up. 

• Could make sounds e.g. 

brum, brum.

• Knew where to start 

reading.

• Could identify a word.

• Spotted a letter sound that 

they knew. 

• Blended the sounds in 

simple words independently.

• Tried hard to work out new 

words.

• Was able to work out new 

words using picture clues.

• Read eagerly 

• Enjoyed the story because 

…… 

• Fantastic expression. 

• Has learnt all 

about…………… and could 

explain in own words. 



Phonics – tuning into Sound

Phase One concentrates on developing 

children's speaking and listening skills and 

lays the foundations for the phonics.

The emphasis during Phase 1 is to get 

children attuned to the sounds around them 

and ready to begin developing oral blending 

and segmenting skills.



Phonics – tuning into Sound

Environmental

Instrumental

Body percussion

Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration 

Voice sounds

Oral Blending and segmenting



Phonics
• 26 letters in the alphabet

• 44 sounds (phonemes) 

• Video – correct articulation of phonemes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlTw0oiL

Nys

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlTw0oiLNys




4 Steps to Success 

• STEP 1 - I can point to the picture when 

the adult names it. 

• STEP 2 - I can name the picture when the 

adult points to it 

• STEP 3 - I can point to the picture as an 

adult bounces or stretches the sound. 

• STEP 4 - I can consistently read the sound 

wherever I see it (chart, card & 

environment) name the picture when the 

adult points to it 



Blending and Segmenting



Blending to read

at tap

pat sat



Segmenting to spell



Nursery Rhymes and Songs

Help children in a variety of ways:

• enjoyment

• learn new sounds

• learn new vocabulary;

• express themselves

• rhyme, rhythm and repetition

• memory and sequencing events

• They are a great introduction to stories since many contain a 

beginning, middle, and end

• Finger rhymes are helpful to fine motor skill development.



Library
Is your child a member of the library?

Bounce and Rhyme

• Nursery rhymes, actions, musical instruments and hand clapping 

games for babies and toddlers and their parents and carers.

• Every fourth Monday of the month at Oakengates Library



Thank you for coming

Do you have any questions?

How else can we support you?

We would really appreciate you comments 

on our feedback form


